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SELF-ADDRESSING PAPER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 60/940,671, filed May 29, 2007, which is
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates generally to pen-based computing
systems, and more particularly to communicating with a pen-
based computing system using paper that is linked to a recipi-
ent destination for the communication.

Communication between individuals and groups is a core
component of those relationships. Friends and relatives want
to send messages to one another. Business associates need to
keep in touch and send updates to one another. Companies
want and need to hear from their customers. Groups of people
often wish to broadcast communications across the entire
group membership. The current methods of communication
that address these needs are generally electronic, require the
sender to have some type of contact information for the
recipient, and allow unlimited access to the recipients.

Electronic communication methods require the message
sender to be familiar and comfortable with the technology
associated with the contact info provided, e.g., email or text
messaging. In contrast, the convenience of writing on paper is
usually paired with a cumbersome process of moving the data
between users, as the paper must be faxed, mailed, or other-
wise communicated to reach a recipient. And both of these
methods typically require the sender to have some knowledge
of the recipient’s contact information in order to send the
message.

When a person gives out a method of contacting them
(email address, IM name, phone number, address, etc.) it
usually grants the recipient a method of unlimited contact.
There is no way to place a limit on the amount of contact
allowed, or the number of times the contact method can be
used. Most methods of contact, when distributed, reveal
information about the owner. Phone and fax numbers reveal a
geographic location; email addresses often include informa-
tion about a workplace or other affiliation; and postal
addresses give away complete real-world location informa-
tion. Often a consumer will wish to grant to someone the right
to communicate with them while maintaining anonymity or
privacy.

In addition, existing communication methods are often not
available when people actually wish to communicate. When a
person may have an idea for communication occur to them—
e.g., when they are out and about, in the middle of a class or
meeting, or otherwise engaged in an activity—most methods
of written communication are not available or convenient.
And yet, the most useful time for some types of communica-
tion, such as customer feedback or suggestions regarding a
product, are precisely when the user is in the midst of using
and interacting with a product or where traditional electronic
communication means are not feasible.

Accordingly, a new mode of communication is needed to
fill the needs unmet by existing communication methods.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the invention present a new way to com-
municate by simply writing on “self-addressing” paper so
that the person sending the message need not specify (or even
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know) the address of the recipient who is to receive the
message. In one embodiment, a piece of paper or other writ-
ing surface is associated with a recipient (or a group of recipi-
ents), for example, by including an encoded recipient identi-
fier on the paper that is uniquely associated with the recipient.
The recipient identifier may simply be a set of coordinates or
other metadata encoded on the paper, where the metadata can
be associated with an actual address or other delivery infor-
mation for sending the message to the recipient. When some-
one writes on the paper using a smart pen, the writing is
captured electronically by the smart pen along with the recipi-
ent identifier. The captured written content (and possibly
other types of content, such as recorded audio, application, or
data attachments) and the recipient identifier are then sent
electronically to a routing system, which identifies the recipi-
ent to which the message is to be routed based on the recipient
identifier. The routing system forwards the message to the
identified recipient, thereby enabling communication from
the writer to the recipient associated with the writing surface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a pen-based computing
system, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a smart pen for use in the pen-based
computing system, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3 is an interaction diagram illustrating a method of
communicating using the self-addressing papers, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention.

The figures depict various embodiments of the present
invention for purposes of illustration only. One skilled in the
art will readily recognize from the following discussion that
alternative embodiments of the structures and methods illus-
trated herein may be employed without departing from the
principles of the invention described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Overview of Pen-Based Computing System

Embodiments of the invention may be implemented on
various embodiments of a pen-based computing system, and
other computing and/or recording systems. An embodiment
of'a pen-based computing system is illustrated in FIG. 1. In
this embodiment, the pen-based computing system comprises
a writing surface 50, a smart pen 100, a docking station 110,
aclient system 120, anetwork 130, and a web services system
140. The smart pen 100 includes onboard processing capa-
bilities as well as input/output functionalities, allowing the
pen-based computing system to expand the screen-based
interactions of traditional computing systems to other sur-
faces on which a user can write. For example, the smart pen
100 may be used to capture electronic representations of
writing as well as record audio during the writing, and the
smart pen 100 may also be capable of outputting visual and
audio information back to the user. With appropriate software
on the smart pen 100 for various applications, the pen-based
computing system thus provides a new platform for users to
interact with software programs and computing services in
both the electronic and paper domains.

In the pen based computing system, the smart pen 100
provides input and output capabilities for the computing sys-
tem and performs some or all of the computing functionalities
of the system. Hence, the smart pen 100 enables user inter-
action with the pen-based computing system using multiple
modalities. In one embodiment, the smart pen 100 receives
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input from a user, using multiple modalities, such as captur-
ing a user’s writing or other hand gesture or recording audio,
and provides output to a user using various modalities, such as
displaying visual information or playing audio. In other
embodiments, the smart pen 100 includes additional input
modalities, such as motion sensing or gesture capture, and/or
additional output modalities, such as vibrational feedback.

The components of a particular embodiment of the smart
pen 100 are shown in FIG. 2 and described in more detail in
the accompanying text. The smart pen 100 preferably has a
form factor that is substantially shaped like a pen or other
writing implement, although certain variations on the general
shape may exist to accommodate other functions of the pen,
ormay even be an interactive multi-modal non-writing imple-
ment. For example, the smart pen 100 may be slightly thicker
than a standard pen so that it can contain additional compo-
nents, or the smart pen 100 may have additional structural
features (e.g., a flat display screen) in addition to the struc-
tural features that form the pen shaped form factor. Addition-
ally, the smart pen 100 may also include any mechanism by
which a user can provide input or commands to the smart pen
computing system or may include any mechanism by which a
user can receive or otherwise observe information from the
smart pen computing system.

The smart pen 100 is designed to work in conjunction with
the writing surface 50 so that the smart pen 100 can capture
writing that is made on the writing surface 50. In one embodi-
ment, the writing surface 50 comprises a sheet of paper (or
any other suitable material that can be written upon) and is
encoded with a pattern that can be read by the smart pen 100.
An example of such a writing surface 50 is the so-called
“dot-enabled paper” available from Anoto Group AB of Swe-
den (local subsidiary Anoto, Inc. of Waltham, Mass.), and
described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,175,095, incorporated by refer-
ence herein. This dot-enabled paper has a pattern of dots
encoded on the paper. A smart pen 100 designed to work with
this dot enabled paper includes an imaging system and a
processor that can determine the position of the smart pen’s
writing tip with respect to the encoded dot pattern. This posi-
tion of the smart pen 100 may be referred to using coordinates
in a predefined “dot space,” and the coordinates can be either
local (i.e., a location within a page of the writing surface 50)
or absolute (i.e., a unique location across multiple pages of
the writing surface 50).

In other embodiments, the writing surface 50 may be
implemented using mechanisms other than encoded paper to
allow the smart pen 100 to capture gestures and other written
input. For example, the writing surface may comprise a tablet
or other electronic medium that senses writing made by the
smart pen 100. In another embodiment, the writing surface 50
comprises electronic paper, or e-paper. This sensing may be
performed entirely by the writing surface 50 or in conjunction
with the smart pen 100. Even if the role of the writing surface
50 is only passive (as in the case of encoded paper), it can be
appreciated that the design of the smart pen 100 will typically
depend on the type of writing surface 50 for which the pen
based computing system is designed. Moreover, written con-
tent may be displayed on the writing surface 50 mechanically
(e.g., depositing ink on paper using the smart pen 100), elec-
tronically (e.g., displayed on the writing surface 50), or not at
all (e.g., merely saved in a memory). In another embodiment,
the smart pen 100 is equipped with sensors to sensor move-
ment of the pen’s tip, thereby sensing writing gestures with-
out requiring a writing surface 50 at all. Any of these tech-
nologies may be used in a gesture capture system
incorporated in the smart pen 100.
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In various embodiments, the smart pen 100 can communi-
cate with a general purpose computing system 120, such as a
personal computer, for various useful applications of the pen
based computing system. For example, content captured by
the smart pen 100 may be transferred to the computing system
120 for further use by that system 120. For example, the
computing system 120 may include management software
that allows a user to store, access, review, delete, and other-
wise manage the information acquired by the smart pen 100.
Downloading acquired data from the smart pen 100 to the
computing system 120 also frees the resources of the smart
pen 100 so that it can acquire more data. Conversely, content
may also be transferred back onto the smart pen 100 from the
computing system 120. In addition to data, the content pro-
vided by the computing system 120 to the smart pen 100 may
include software applications that can be executed by the
smart pen 100.

The smart pen 100 may communicate with the computing
system 120 via any of a number of known communication
mechanisms, including both wired and wireless communica-
tions. In one embodiment, the pen based computing system
includes a docking station 110 coupled to the computing
system. The docking station 110 is mechanically and electri-
cally configured to receive the smart pen 100, and when the
smart pen 100 is docked the docking station 110 may enable
electronic communications between the computing system
120 and the smart pen 100. The docking station 110 may also
provide electrical power to recharge a battery in the smart pen
100.

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of the smart pen 100 for
use in a pen based computing system, such as the embodi-
ments described above. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2,
the smart pen 100 comprises a marker 205, an imaging system
210, a pen down sensor 215, one or more microphones 220, a
speaker 225, an audio jack 230, a display 235, an /O port 240,
a processor 245, an onboard memory 250, and a battery 255.
It should be understood, however, that not all of the above
components are required for the smart pen 100, and this is not
an exhaustive list of components for all embodiments of the
smart pen 100 or of all possible variations of the above com-
ponents. For example, the smart pen 100 may also include
buttons, such as a power button or an audio recording button,
and/or status indicator lights. Moreover, as used herein in the
specification and in the claims, the term “smart pen” does not
imply that the pen device has any particular feature or func-
tionality described herein for a particular embodiment, other
than those features expressly recited. A smart pen may have
any combination of fewer than all of the capabilities and
subsystems described herein.

The marker 205 enables the smart pen to be used as a
traditional writing apparatus for writing on any suitable sur-
face. The marker 205 may thus comprise any suitable mark-
ing mechanism, including any ink-based or graphite-based
marking devices or any other devices that can be used for
writing. In one embodiment, the marker 205 comprises a
replaceable ballpoint pen element. The marker 205 is coupled
to a pen down sensor 215, such as a pressure sensitive ele-
ment. The pen down sensor 215 thus produces an output when
the marker 205 is pressed against a surface, thereby indicating
when the smart pen 100 is being used to write on a surface.

The imaging system 210 comprises sufficient optics and
sensors for imaging an area of a surface near the marker 205.
The imaging system 210 may be used to capture handwriting
and gestures made with the smart pen 100. For example, the
imaging system 210 may include an infrared light source that
illuminates a writing surface 50 in the general vicinity of the
marker 205, where the writing surface 50 includes an encoded



US 9,250,718 B2

5

pattern. By processing the image of the encoded pattern, the
smart pen 100 can determine where the marker 205 is in
relation to the writing surface 50. An imaging array of the
imaging system 210 then images the surface near the marker
205 and captures a portion of a coded pattern in its field of
view. Thus, the imaging system 210 allows the smart pen 100
to receive data using at least one input modality, such as
receiving written input. The imaging system 210 incorporat-
ing optics and electronics for viewing a portion of the writing
surface 50 is just one type of gesture capture system that can
be incorporated in the smart pen 100 for electronically cap-
turing any writing gestures made using the pen, and other
embodiments of the smart pen 100 may use any other appro-
priate means for achieve the same function.

In an embodiment, data captured by the imaging system
210 is subsequently processed, allowing one or more content
recognition algorithms, such as character recognition, to be
applied to the received data. In another embodiment, the
imaging system 210 can be used to scan and capture written
content that already exists on the writing surface 50 (e.g., and
not written using the smart pen 100). The imaging system 210
may further be used in combination with the pen down sensor
215 to determine when the marker 205 is touching the writing
surface 50. As the marker 205 is moved over the surface, the
pattern captured by the imaging array changes, and the user’s
handwriting can thus be determined and captured by a gesture
capture system (e.g., the imaging system 210 in FIG. 2) in the
smart pen 100. This technique may also be used to capture
gestures, such as when a user taps the marker 205 on a
particular location of the writing surface 50, allowing data
capture using another input modality of motion sensing or
gesture capture.

Another data capture device on the smart pen 100 are the
one or more microphones 220, which allow the smart pen 100
to receive data using another input modality, audio capture.
The microphones 220 may be used for recording audio, which
may be synchronized to the handwriting capture described
above. In an embodiment, the one or more microphones 220
are coupled to signal processing software executed by the
processor 245, or by a signal processor (not shown), which
removes noise created as the marker 205 moves across a
writing surface and/or noise created as the smart pen 100
touches down to or lifts away from the writing surface. In an
embodiment, the processor 245 synchronizes captured writ-
ten data with captured audio data. For example, a conversa-
tion in a meeting may be recorded using the microphones 220
while a user is taking notes that are also being captured by the
smart pen 100. Synchronizing recorded audio and captured
handwriting allows the smart pen 100 to provide a coordi-
nated response to a user request for previously captured data.
For example, responsive to a user request, such as a written
command, parameters for a command, a gesture with the
smart pen 100, a spoken command or a combination of writ-
ten and spoken commands, the smart pen 100 provides both
audio output and visual output to the user. The smart pen 100
may also provide haptic feedback to the user.

The speaker 225, audio jack 230, and display 235 provide
outputs to the user of the smart pen 100 allowing presentation
of data to the user via one or more output modalities. The
audio jack 230 may be coupled to earphones so that a user
may listen to the audio output without disturbing those
around the user, unlike with a speaker 225. Earphones may
also allow a user to hear the audio output in stereo or full
three-dimensional audio that is enhanced with spatial char-
acteristics. Hence, the speaker 225 and audio jack 230 allow
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a user to receive data from the smart pen using a first type of
output modality by listening to audio played by the speaker
225 or the audio jack 230.

The display 235 may comprise any suitable display system
for providing visual feedback, such as an organic light emit-
ting diode (OLED) display, allowing the smart pen 100 to
provide output using a second output modality by visually
displaying information. In use, the smart pen 100 may use any
of these output components to communicate audio or visual
feedback, allowing data to be provided using multiple output
modalities. For example, the speaker 225 and audio jack 230
may communicate audio feedback (e.g., prompts, commands,
and system status) according to an application running on the
smart pen 100, and the display 235 may display word phrases,
static or dynamic images, or prompts as directed by such an
application. In addition, the speaker 225 and audio jack 230
may also be used to play back audio data that has been
recorded using the microphones 220.

The input/output (1/0) port 240 allows communication
between the smart pen 100 and a computing system 120, as
described above. In one embodiment, the 1/O port 240 com-
prises electrical contacts that correspond to electrical contacts
on the docking station 110, thus making an electrical connec-
tion for data transfer when the smart pen 100 is placed in the
docking station 110. In another embodiment, the /O port 240
simply comprises a jack for receiving a data cable (e.g.,
Mini-USB or Micro-USB). Alternatively, the I/O port 240
may be replaced by a wireless communication circuit in the
smart pen 100 to allow wireless communication with the
computing system 120 (e.g., via Bluetooth, WiF1i, infrared, or
ultrasonic).

A processor 245, onboard memory 250, and battery 255 (or
any other suitable power source) enable computing function-
alities to be performed at least in part on the smart pen 100.
The processor 245 is coupled to the input and output devices
and other components described above, thereby enabling
applications running on the smart pen 100 to use those com-
ponents. In one embodiment, the processor 245 comprises an
ARMO processor, and the onboard memory 250 comprises a
small amount of random access memory (RAM) and a larger
amount of flash or other persistent memory. As a result,
executable applications can be stored and executed on the
smart pen 100, and recorded audio and handwriting can be
stored on the smart pen 100, either indefinitely or until off-
loaded from the smart pen 100 to a computing system 120.
For example, the smart pen 100 may locally stores one or
more content recognition algorithms, such as character rec-
ognition or voice recognition, allowing the smart pen 100 to
locally identify input from one or more input modality
received by the smart pen 100.

In an embodiment, the smart pen 100 also includes an
operating system or other software supporting one or more
input modalities, such as handwriting capture, audio capture
or gesture capture, or output modalities, such as audio play-
back or display of visual data. The operating system or other
software may support a combination of input modalities and
output modalities and manages the combination, sequencing
and transitioning between input modalities (e.g., capturing
written and/or spoken data as input) and output modalities
(e.g., presenting audio or visual data as output to a user). For
example, this transitioning between input modality and out-
put modality allows a user to simultaneously write on paper or
another surface while listening to audio played by the smart
pen 100, or the smart pen 100 may capture audio spoken from
the user while the user is also writing with the smart pen 100.
Various other combinations of input modalities and output
modalities are also possible.
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In an embodiment, the processor 245 and onboard memory
250 include one or more executable applications supporting
and enabling a menu structure and navigation through a file
system or application menu, allowing launch of an applica-
tion or of a functionality of an application. For example,
navigation between menu items comprises a dialogue
between the user and the smart pen 100 involving spoken
and/or written commands and/or gestures by the user and
audio and/or visual feedback from the smart pen computing
system. Hence, the smart pen 100 may receive input to navi-
gate the menu structure from a variety of modalities.

For example, a writing gesture, a spoken keyword, or a
physical motion, may indicate that subsequent input is asso-
ciated with one or more application commands. For example,
a user may depress the smart pen 100 against a surface twice
in rapid succession then write a word or phrase, such as
“solve,” “send,” “translate,” ‘“‘email,” “voice-email” or
another predefined word or phrase to invoke a command
associated with the written word or phrase or receive addi-
tional parameters associated with the command associated
with the predefined word or phrase. This input may have
spatial (e.g., dots side by side) and/or temporal components
(e.g., one dot after the other). Because these “quick-launch”
commands can be provided in different formats, navigation of
a menu or launching of an application is simplified. The
“quick-launch” command or commands are preferably easily
distinguishable during conventional writing and/or speech.

Alternatively, the smart pen 100 also includes a physical
controller, such as a small joystick, a slide control, a rocker
panel, a capacitive (or other non-mechanical) surface or other
input mechanism which receives input for navigating a menu
of applications or application commands executed by the
smart pen 100.

Overview of Self-Addressing Paper

Embodiments of the invention present a new way to com-
municate by simply writing on “self-addressing” paper so
that the person sending the message need not specify (or even
know) the address of the recipient who is to receive the
message. In one embodiment, a piece of paper or other writ-
ing surface is associated with a recipient (or a group of recipi-
ents), for example, by including an encoded identifier on the
paper that is uniquely associated with the recipient. The
recipient identifier may simply be a set of coordinates or other
metadata encoded on the paper, where that metadata can be
associated with an actual address or other delivery informa-
tion for sending the message to the recipient. When someone
writes on the paper using a smart pen, the writing is captured
electronically by the smart pen along with the recipient iden-
tifier. The captured written content (and possibly other types
of'content, such as recorded audio, application, or data attach-
ments) and the recipient identifier are then sent electronically
to a routing system, which identifies the recipient to which the
message is to be routed based on the recipient identifier. The
routing system forwards the message to the identified recipi-
ent, thereby enabling communication from the writer to the
recipient associated with the writing surface.

Because the paper is pre-associated with a particular
recipient, the paper can be thought of as “self-addressing
paper.” With self-addressing paper, consumers can purchase
or lease an area of paper that is uniquely tied to them. In one
embodiment, an area of paper can be associated with a con-
sumer by printing a coding pattern on the paper, such as with
the dot-enabled paper discussed above. In this way, the con-
sumer is really associated with the assigned pattern (i.e., a
subset of the possible or available patterns) rather than the
physical sheet of paper, which leads to many useful applica-
tions. For example, the same pattern can be printed on a
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several sheets of paper, or a pad of paper, so that each sheet of
paper provides the same self-addressing functionality.

By distributing the self-addressing paper, the consumer
associated with the paper can provide others with the ability
to communicate with the consumer by simply writing on the
paper using a smart pen. The written communication is then
automatically sent to the consumer associated with the paper,
without requiring the writer to know anything about the
recipient or the information required to route the communi-
cation to the recipient. This new mode of communication
combines the ease and versatility of traditional paper-based
writing with the power of modern computer and communi-
cation technologies. It also enables a wide array of possible
uses, several of which are discussed below.

In addition, the owner of the self-addressing paper may
also distribute an electronic version of the paper, rather than
actual physical pages. The electronic version of the self-
addressing paper may include the encoded pattern that asso-
ciates that paper to the owner. Then others could print out the
paper themselves and then write on it using their smart pens.
This increases the flexibility of the distribution, since no
physical handoff is required.

The following discussion of various embodiments of the
invention is presented with reference to the figures. FIG. 1 is
ablock diagram of an example architecture for capturing and
sending content using self-addressing paper. FIG. 1 illustrates
a piece of self-addressing paper 50 and a smart pen 100 that
can be used in conjunction with the paper 50. The operations
described below may be performed by an application running
on the pen 100, by an application running on an attached
computing system 120, or a combination of the two. Alterna-
tively, the pen 100 may be an input pen (an 1/O device), which
is capable of capturing the writing and reading the embedded
recipient ID from the paper, and connected to a personal
computer, mobile computing device, or server. The sender’s
system, a routing system, and the recipient system are
coupled to a network, which may comprise the Internet or
other WAN, a LAN, and/or any other type of network that is
appropriate for the application. These systems are not neces-
sary for every implementation.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of a process for using the
self-addressing paper to communicate in the system of FIG.
1. In this process, the smart pen 100 of the pen-based com-
puting system receives 305 writing input on the self-address-
ing paper 50 and obtains 310 the recipient identifier from the
paper 50. The smart pen 100 may capture additional content
and/or the computing system 120 may associate additional
content with the message (such as an audio recording). The
recipient identifier may simply comprise coordinates in an
encoded pattern on the self-addressing paper that is readable
by the smart pen, where the coordinates have been or will be
associated with one or more recipients. In such a case, the a
routing system may store a table that associates coordinates
with actual recipients to enable delivery of the message, since
the coordinates by themselves may not be sufficient to iden-
tify an intended recipient.

The pen-based computing system then uploads 315 the
captured written content and the recipient identifier to a rout-
ing system (which may be part of the computing system 120
or one of the web services systems 140 illustrated in FIG. 1),
which uses the recipient identifier to identify 320 the recipient
system to receive the message. The routing system then deliv-
ers 325 the message containing the written content (and pos-
sibly other metadata about the message, such as a time stamp
and the sender name) to the identified recipient system. The
basic steps of'this process, as well as various alternatives and
other features, are described in more detail below.
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Associating the Self-Addressing Paper with a Recipient

The self-addressing paper may be associated with a con-
sumer in various ways, depending on the type of paper and the
smart pen with which the paper is intended to be used. For
example, the self-addressing paper may comprise the dot-
enabled paper described above. This type of paper includes a
dot pattern, which a smart pen can read and interpret to obtain
a set of coordinates. As described, the coordinate space
enabled by this dot pattern can be very large, so different
sheets of paper can have different patterns that translate into
different areas in the coordinate space. In this way, the coor-
dinates of a particular location on a particular piece of paper
can be used to identify the paper uniquely.

A person then may be associated with a particular piece of
self-addressing paper by being associated with the area
within the coordinate-space that is defined by the paper. For
example, a person may purchase a pad of note paper that has
aparticular dot pattern printed on it. During the purchase, the
person would register their identity or routing preference
(e.g., the person’s email address) to be associated with this
paper. The seller of the paper—i.e., an administrator of the
self-addressing paper service—would then associate the cus-
tomer with the purchased self-addressing paper according to
the coordinate space included in the purchased paper.

Continuing the example of the purchased pad of self-ad-
dressing paper, each piece of paper in the pad may have a
different dot pattern or may have the same dot pattern. Having
a different pattern for each sheet of paper may allow the
customer to track the use of each sheet of paper separately,
which may be beneficial in some applications. But this also
consumes more of the uniquely definable area, so it may be
more expensive. If the consumer is unconcerned with track-
ing individual uses of the paper, each sheet of paper in a
purchased pad may have the same pattern.

In addition to a particular individual, the self-addressing
paper may be associated with an entity (such as a business) or
with a group of people or entities (e.g., to broadcast a message
via the paper). Groups of people may order assortments or
packages that include paper registered to a number of owners.
For example, a graduating class can order a yearbook portfo-
lio comprising a page for every student, or a club can print
member rosters with a space next to each name for sending a
message to any member.

The self-addressing paper may be purchased in a store,
online, or in a variety of channels, and the purchasing process
may allow for a variety of options by the consumer. For
example, customers may request a region of custom paper
through a web interface, customers may place an order for
pre-printed paper or other media in a variety of sizes and
formats, or customers may design and print their own paper.
Many popular paper sizes may be supported, including, but
not limited to: notebooks, journals, legal size, tabloid size,
business cards, sticky notes, index cards, customer feedback
forms, and product registration forms. Novelty sizes/shapes
may also be provided, including: matchbooks, wedding
announcements, party invitations, bookmarks, posters, and
gift tags. Online or desktop tools may allow customers to add
custom or template graphics and text (e.g., “From the desk
of . . .7, “While you were out,” company name, company
logo, instructions, questions such as “Tell us what you think
of'our product™), snapshots, famous artwork, maps, sketches,
or colorful patterns.

When purchasing the paper, the customers may specify
how they want content from the self-addressing paper to be
delivered to them. Possible options include, without limita-
tion, one or a combination of the following: email to one or
more addresses email to a group address; post to a private
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web-accessible page; post to a blog; post to a wiki; forward to
an MMS-enabled phone; convert to text and forward as SMS;
convert to speech and forward as a voice mail; send as a fax;
send to a service that prints out content on high-quality paper
and mails it; or long-term electronic storage of content (e.g.,
in conjunction with other methods of delivery). Once custom-
ers have ordered or printed their self-addressing paper, they
can begin distributing it or using it themselves. As mentioned
above, customer may also choose to distribute self-address-
ing paper electronically, for others to print out and then use.

In addition to the dot-enabled paper described above, vari-
ous other technologies may be used with other embodiments
of'the invention. For example, a sheet of paper may include a
bar code or other machine-readable pattern, which could then
be associated with a recipient. If the paper were electronically
enabled, such as in a smart pen computing system that uses
digital ink, an electronic identifier may be obtained from the
digital “paper.”

In another embodiment, the portion of the coding pattern
that is self-addressing (i.e., associated with a particular recipi-
ent) may just be a small region or a smaller area on a sheet of
paper than the area that can accept writing input from the
smart pen computing system. In such a case, the person using
the paper could tap that space to address the message, and
then write the actual message elsewhere (e.g., on any blank
piece of dotted paper). The small region that was tapped
would be associated with the recipient (e.g., its area would be
linked to the routing information that provides the self-ad-
dressing functionality described herein), so that everything
the sender writes until an action ending the note (e.g., until the
user taps the space again, double-taps anywhere, switches
applications, or some other event occurs to end the note)
would be included in what is sent to the recipient. Benefi-
cially, this implementation does not limit the size or amount
of what can be sent, and it allows for easy reusability of the
“self-addressing spot.”

In addition, although discussed in term of sheets of paper,
the term includes any surface that can accept writing, such as
product packaging and labels, walls with posted information,
or any other area on which someone may write with the
intension of delivering that content to another. The term also
includes any electronic surface that can accept writing using
a stylus or similar implement.

Capturing Content from the Self-Addressing Paper

Any smart pen can be used to write on the self-addressing
paper. For example, the person associated with the self-ad-
dressing paper may write on the paper. This could be useful,
e.g., to allow someone to write content that is automatically
routed to their own blog. Alternatively, another user can write
on the self-addressing paper, e.g., to communicate with the
“owner” of the self-addressing paper.

When any content is written or drawn on the self-address-
ing paper with a smart pen, that information is captured by the
pen. In other embodiments, content in addition to written
content can be captured. For example, audio or video can be
added by the user so that both the audio and/or video and what
is written is forwarded to the recipient associated with the
self-addressing paper. The audio may be captured by a micro-
phone within the smart pen or otherwise coupled to it. The
video may be captured by a video camera within the smart pen
or otherwise coupled to it. Moreover, written content may not
be necessary at all, as the self-addressing paper may be used
to capture audio or video content (or other non-written con-
tent) without any writing, and the self-addressing paper used
only to associate this content with the recipient associated
with the self-addressing paper.
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The self-addressing paper may have the same functionality
as regular dot-enabled paper in a smart pen computing sys-
tem. Accordingly, other smart pen applications may be
invoked on the self-addressing paper, such as a calculator
application. In one embodiment, if a smart pen application is
used on the paper, the application itself or related content may
be attached to the communication. For example, a writer may
wish to explain a mortgage calculation to a recipient, and on
the paper the writer writes an explanation of the calculation
and creates a calculator application on the paper. The content
delivered to the recipient would then include the writing and
the calculator application (which may resemble the drawn
calculator or just be a standard calculator), allowing for a
more effective communication. Smart pen applications may
also be preprinted and defined on the self-addressing paper
before distribution.

In other embodiments, other functions or content can be
attached to the note by the writer. For example, the user of the
paper could select a data file currently stored on their smart
pen and mark it for inclusion. When the message is delivered
to the owner of the self-addressing paper, the included data
file would also be transmitted. In one embodiment, a sender
can also forward an entire pen application in this way.

The content is captured during a session with the self-
addressing paper. The writing session may be ended
expressly by the writer, or the end of the session may be
inferred by the system. For example, the writer may expressly
end the session by tapping an area on the paper that is pre-
defined to end the session. This area may indicate such a
functionality, e.g., a box that says: “Tap here to send mes-
sage.”” Alternatively, the system may continue to capture any
writing on the paper and then automatically send the content
whenever the pen is docked or otherwise can communicate
the message, thereby inferring the end of the session.
Routing the Content to the Recipient System

Once the smart pen is docked to a personal computer or
otherwise can communicate and synchronize with the routing
system, the captured recipient identifier and the captured
content are transferred to the routing system. As described,
the recipient identifier may include coordinates in the “dot-
space” of the self-addressing paper, a unique identifier (e.g.,
from a bar code), or some other information that can be used
to identify the recipient. Coordinates need not be sent as a
separate identifier, as the coordinates may be obtained in
some embodiments from the captured written content itself.

The routing system includes a database of each unit of the
self-addressing paper, the recipient associated with the paper,
and the delivery instructions. The content is then automati-
cally forwarded to the recipient of the self-addressing paper
according to whatever delivery instructions the recipient has
specified.

In one embodiment, metadata about the message may be
included with the message. For example, the name or other
identifying information of the user who wrote on the paper
can be forwarded to the recipient. The sender information
may be obtained, for example, from a unique identifier from
the smart pen used to write the note. The pen used to write the
note may also save the time and date that the note was written
and send that information with the content. The routing sys-
tem can then send a date and time stamp for the creation date
as well as the time and date that the routing system received
the note. In an embodiment, the metadata sent to the client
includes information about the conditions under which the
writing was made (e.g., pen speed, angle, pressure, and the
like).

In another embodiment, the metadata sent to the client
includes biometric data of the author, where the verification
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of the author of the message takes place in the pen, at the
user’s computing system, or at a routing server. In one use
case, an owner of the self-addressing paper may give a sheet
to a person and ask that person to sign it. At some future time,
the person may write another note on the paper, signing the
note again. These signatures may then be compared electroni-
cally to verify that the person writing the latter message is the
same person to whom the paper was originally given.

In another embodiment, a set of rules based on how written
content was added to the self-addressing paper is used to
determine the recipient of the message. For example, if the
self-addressing paper is a business reply card in a magazine,
the paper may contain check boxes and a space to write a
comment. Based on which boxes are checked, the message is
sent to a different person or group of people. In another
embodiment, the self-addressing paper includes a check box
for each recipient, where the author can write a mark in each
box corresponding with the names of an individual to whom
the author wants the message sent. This allows the self-ad-
dressing paper to be associated with a set of recipients, where
the set is adjustable by the author. The routing system might
also route the message based on when the comment was
written, keywords within the written comment (obtained,
e.g., via OCR), or other portions of the content of the mes-
sage, as desired.

Other Features

The above embodiments of the invention may support
additional features, which may be implemented together or
separately to provide enhanced functionality. Some of these
additional features may include the following.

In one embodiment, a copy of the captured writing and
other content is stored for access by the smart pen user who
wrote on the paper.

In another embodiment, identifying information for the
particular type of paper used is forwarded to the owner of the
paper, and this information can be used to help the owner
distinguish different uses of their self-addressing paper. For
example, a person may use one coding pattern on business
cards and another coding pattern on party invitations. Any
written content on a business card or a party invitation might
be forwarded to the same email address, but the messages
may be tagged to indicate to the recipient on which coding
pattern the writing was captured (and hence, whether the
writing came from a business card or a party invitation).

In another embodiment, the geographic location of the
writer on self-addressing paper is forwarded to the owner
when the writing or other content was captured using a wire-
less or GPS enabled device or using a smart pen coupled
thereto.

In another embodiment, special regions can be included on
the self-addressing paper that contain feedback to the writer.
For example, when tapped, a location on the paper could
display a message on the smart pen or play a piece of audio.
This may provide a convenient mechanism to give the writer
feedback or instructions for how to write information on the
paper. in this embodiment, the smart pen may include an
application running thereon configured to recognize the spe-
cial region and perform the desired function in response (e.g.,
playing recorded audio instructions).

In another embodiment, applications may be launched and
run on self-addressing paper, just as on other dot-enabled
paper. If desired, applications may be limited to only run on
particular self-addressing paper. Moreover, applications may
be excluded from running on particular self-addressing paper.
The content or other information related to the running of an
application that is launched on self-addressing paper may be
transmitted to the owner of the self-addressing paper.
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In another embodiment, a particular sheet of self-address-
ing paper is limited in its reuse, so that it can be used to send
messages a certain number of times, after which the self-
addressing paper no longer functions. The limitation on reuse
may be for all users, or it may apply on a per-user basis. For
example, a sheet of self-addressing paper may allow each user
(as identified by a unique pen identifier) to write and send a
message only once. The limitations on reuse may be imple-
mented by the routing system.

In another embodiment, the routing system filters the con-
tent according to rules, which may be defined by the operator
of the routing system and the owner of the self-addressing
paper. For example, the operator may block any content that
is obscene or offensive, or the owner of the self-addressing
paper may block any attachments that are greater than a
certain file size maximum.

In another embodiment, a piece of paper requires an autho-
rization code to be activated. This could be, for example, a
number or word that must be written on the page.

In another embodiment, virtual self-addressing paper can
be created and used, where any dot-enabled paper can be used
in a way that mirrors the self-addressing paper functionality.
Example Uses of Self-Addressing Paper

The self-addressing paper enables a wide array of use
scenarios, a sample of examples of which are described
below:

A company distributes a page of self-addressing paper with
its product, encouraging users to send them feedback or
product suggestions.

A company distributes business cards to its employees,
where the reverse side of the business cards include a dot
pattern associated with the employee identified in the
card. The reverse side of the card instructs one to write a
note, and when someone does write a note using a smart
pen, that note is routed to the owner of the card, e.g., via
email.

A customer purchases self-addressing paper in greeting-
card format and gives a package to his parents, who are
technophobic and do not like using email. The self-
addressing paper owner explains: “Just write on these
cards any time you want to send me a note!”

A customer sends out party invitations on self-addressing
paper with the RSVP instructions: “Just write your
answer on the invitation.”

At a class reunion, booklets are distributed with a page for
each attendee printed on self-addressing paper. When
anyone wants to keep in touch afterwards, they can write
a note on the page of the person they want to communi-
cate with. Additionally, several pages at the back of the
booklet can be used to send a message to everyone in the
group at once.

An author includes a page of self-addressing paper at the
end of their books, encouraging readers to write in com-
ments or questions. Questions and answers from the
author are then posted on a public website, allowing for
a constant “meet the author” session to occur.

A customer keeps a small notepad of self-addressing paper
handy for use in making posts and updates to a personal
blog.

Movie tickets are printed with self-addressing paper on the
back, and movie-goers are encouraged to write “instant
reviews” of the movie, along with a rating, all of which
are posted on the movie’s website.

Concert tickets are printed with self-addressing paper on
the back and attendees are encouraged to join the musi-
cian’s mailing list by writing their email address on their
ticket.
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Multiple people write on a single sheet of self-addressing
paper, and each author’s pen keeps track of what that
person wrote. The written content from each of the col-
laborators is then collected into a single note. The note
may also keep track of each individual’s contribution to
the note (e.g., using color coding to indicate who wrote
what).

The recipient for a message may be decoupled from an
address from an actual person. In this way, if the mes-
sage is intended for someone’s position, rather than the
person, the message will be routed properly if, for
example, the person changes position or leaves a com-
pany.

A recipient associated with a sheet of self-addressing paper
may update their delivery options. For example, a user
could change the email address to where they want the
messages sent, or they could switch between delivery
methods such as email, fax, cell phone, or automatic
posting to a blog.

It will be appreciated that these are merely examples of the
many applications enabled by self-addressing paper, as the
possible uses are limitless.

SUMMARY

The foregoing description of the embodiments of the
invention has been presented for the purpose of illustration; it
is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise forms disclosed. Persons skilled in the relevant art can
appreciate that many modifications and variations are pos-
sible in light of the above disclosure.

Some portions of this description describe the embodi-
ments of the invention in terms of algorithms and symbolic
representations of operations on information. These algorith-
mic descriptions and representations are commonly used by
those skilled in the data processing arts to convey the sub-
stance of their work effectively to others skilled in the art.
These operations, while described functionally, computation-
ally, or logically, are understood to be implemented by com-
puter programs or equivalent electrical circuits, microcode, or
the like. Furthermore, it has also proven convenient at times,
to refer to these arrangements of operations as modules, with-
out loss of generality. The described operations and their
associated modules may be embodied in software, firmware,
hardware, or any combinations thereof.

Any of the steps, operations, or processes described herein
may be performed or implemented with one or more hard-
ware or software modules, alone or in combination with other
devices. In one embodiment, a software module is imple-
mented with a computer program product comprising a com-
puter-readable medium containing computer program code,
which can be executed by a computer processor for perform-
ing any or all of the steps, operations, or processes described.

Embodiments of the invention may also relate to an appa-
ratus for performing the operations herein. This apparatus
may be specially constructed for the required purposes, and/
or it may comprise a general-purpose computing device
selectively activated or reconfigured by a computer program
stored in the computer. Such a computer program may be
stored in a tangible computer readable storage medium,
which include any type of tangible media suitable for storing
electronic instructions, and coupled to a computer system
bus. Furthermore, any computing systems referred to in the
specification may include a single processor or may be archi-
tectures employing multiple processor designs for increased
computing capability.
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Embodiments of the invention may also relate to a com-
puter data signal embodied in a carrier wave, where the com-
puter data signal includes any embodiment of a computer
program product or other data combination described herein.
The computer data signal is a product that is presented in a
tangible medium or carrier wave and modulated or otherwise
encoded in the carrier wave, which is tangible, and transmit-
ted according to any suitable transmission method.
Finally, the language used in the specification has been
principally selected for readability and instructional pur-
poses, and it may not have been selected to delineate or
circumscribe the inventive subject matter. It is therefore
intended that the scope of the invention be limited not by this
detailed description, but rather by any claims that issue on an
application based hereon. Accordingly, the disclosure of the
embodiments of the invention is intended to be illustrative,
but not limiting, of the scope of the invention, which is set
forth in the following claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A method for delivering an electronic communication,
the method comprising:
receiving from a digital pen device, a digital message and a
recipient identifier, the digital message comprising digi-
tally captured writing gestures made ona writing surface
using a digital pen device and metadata including at least
a timestamp representing a capture time of the writing
gestures, wherein the writing surface is encoded with the
recipient identifier and is captured by the digital pen
device together with the captured writing gestures;

identifying, by the server, a plurality of destination
addresses associated with the recipient identifier;

automatically recognizing text in the digitally captured
writing gestures of the digital message;

determining a selected destination address from the plural-

ity of destination addresses associated with the recipient
identifier based on one or more keywords in the recog-
nized text matching a keyword associated with the
selected destination address; and

forwarding the digital message from the server to the

selected destination address.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the writing surface
comprises an encoded coordinate system that is readable by
the digital pen.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein receiving the recipient
identifier comprises:

receiving a set of coordinate values in the encoded coordi-

nate system on the writing surface where the writing
gestures were made; and

identifying the recipient identifier as being associated with

a region containing the coordinate values.
4. The method of claim 1, receiving the recipient identifier
comprises:
receiving a user selection on an addressing region of the
writing surface using the digital pen device, wherein the
addressing region includes an encoded pattern; and

identifying the recipient identifier as being associated with
the encoded pattern on the addressing region.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein forwarding the digital
message comprises sending an electronic mail to the selected
recipient address.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein forwarding the digital
message comprising forwarding the digital message to a web
server referenced by the selected recipient address for auto-
matic inclusion within a web page.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving audio recorded using the digital pen device; and

including the recorded audio in the digital message.
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the selected
recipient address for forwarding the digital message com-
prises determining the selected recipient address based at
least in part on a specific time that the writing gestures were
captured.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital pen device
captures the recipient identifier by tapping the digital pen
device on a first portion of the writing surface, wherein the
encoded identifier is located only on the first portion, and
wherein the generated digital message comprises writing ges-
tures captured on a second portion of the writing surface
distinct from the first portion.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising retrieving a
data file from the digital pen device, and sending the data file
with the digital message and captured recipient identifier to
the selected recipient address.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the
selected recipient address for forwarding the digital message
comprises determining if an authorization code is present on
the writing surface.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising verifying a
sender of the digital message by comparing a signature from
the captured writing gestures with a previously written sig-
nature.

13. A system for delivering an electronic communication,
the system comprising:

a writing surface that is encoded with a recipient identifier;

a digital pen device comprising:

a storage medium,

a writing capture system for digitally capturing writing
gestures made on the writing surface using the digital
pendevice, the captured writing gestures for inclusion
in a digital message,

a processor for incorporating metadata into the digital
message, the metadata including at least a time stamp
representing a capture time of the writing gestures,
and

an identifier module for capturing the recipient identifier
associated with the writing surface; and

arouting system capable of communicating with the digital

pen device for receiving the writing gestures and iden-
tifier therefrom, the routing system to identify a plurality
of destination addresses associated with the recipient
identifier, automatically recognize text in the digitally
captured writing gestures of the digital message, deter-
mine a selected destination address from the plurality of
destination addresses associated with the recipient iden-
tifier based on one or more keywords in the recognized
text matching a keyword associated with the selected
destination address, and forward the digital message
from the server to the selected destination address.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the writing surface
comprises an encoded coordinate system that is readable by
the digital pen.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the identifier module
is configured to capture the recipient identifier by:

determining a set of coordinate values in the encoded coor-

dinate system on the writing surface where the writing
gestures were made; and

identifying the recipient identifier as being associated with

a region containing the coordinate values.

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the identifier module
is configured to capture the recipient identifier by:

receiving a user selection on an addressing region of the

writing surface using the digital pen device, wherein the

addressing region includes an encoded pattern; and
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identifying the recipient identifier that as being with the

encoded pattern on the addressing region.

17. The system of claim 13, wherein the routing system is
to forward the digital message as an electronic mail to the
selected recipient address.

18. The system of claim 13, wherein the routing system is
to forward the digital message to a web server referenced by
the selected recipient address for automatic inclusion within
a web page.

19. The system of claim 13, wherein the digital pen device
further comprises:

an audio recording module for recording audio and adding

the recorded audio to the digital message.

#* #* #* #* #*

10

18



